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Solar energy. the route to self-sustenance

LeenaDhankhar
JLemadaibadtind g

GURUGRAM: The demandfor electricityin
Gurugramhas beenincreasingannually
by 10-12%, accordingto thepower distrib-
utor, Dakshin Haryana Bijii Vitran
Nigam (DHBVN). With a potential to
reduceelectricity bills, solarenergyisa
viablea'ternativetoGurugram’spower
andpollutionwoes,

The city is facing a 25% shortage in
power supply this year, which leads to
outages in the city, said KC Aggarwal,
superintendingengineer of DHBVN.

As evident from the city’s 2014 draft
master plan, a substantial amount of
powerisconsumedby the industrial sec-
tor, while the overall demand has
increased by35% since 2006 acrossall sec-
tors, The demand for electricity to meet
thecity’sinfrastructure, including street-
lights, motors and water pumps isalso

rising,

In 2014, new and renewable energy
department of Haryana (HAREDA)
announced gridconnected solarrooftop
policyand made it mandatory for every
new house across the state with an area
upto500square yardsor moretoinstalla
solarpower system, besidesnet metering
policy.

“The government providessubsidies
toconsumerswho purchaszsolar panels
andotherequipment fromaffiliated sel'-
ers. Thegovernmenthas madeitmanda-
tory for al! public buildings, such as
schoals, healthcentres andoffices to have
rooftop solar panels in Gurugram,” an
official said.

Rameshwar Singh Beniwal, project
officer, HAREDA, said that the total
installed capacity of solar rooftop insta’-
‘adon in thecity hasreached 25MW this
year.

According to HAREDA, currendly,

thereareabout3)0net-metered projects
(houses/buildings thathaveoptedforthe
net-metering scheme) in the city. Fur-
ther, SMW of the 25MW is generated
through subsidisedrooftop panels.
“We have some issues with respect to
thenet-meteringscheme, whichis being
resolvedonapriovity, with the assistance
of DHBV N officials, " Rameshwar Singh,
projectofficer, HAREDA, said,
TheRapidMetrohasalso installed the
firstsetof solar panelsac the depot near
thestationat Sector54 Chowk. Thesolar
plant, with a capacity of over 400 kilo-
watts peak (kWp, a solar energy term),
wil! produce pollution-freesolar energy
of L18crore unitsover its 25-year lifetime.
In a move to turn self-sufficient in
power generation, initiatives to promote
solar energy have been taken by many
societies, Wellington Estate, acondomin-
ium in DLF-5 installed solar panels,
through which the society generates

approximately 200KW of solar power and
saves Rs20 lakh per year on electricity
bills.

“Wehavealready mstalledequipment
tohandlea capacity of 200 KW. Inthesec-
ondphase, wewillgetadditional 150KW.
Theadvantageofthe second phaseis that
wewillbegettngmore powerfromlesser
space because the new panels are
advanced ones and will generate 370
wattseach, Theexisting panelsproducs
only320wattseach, " Vineet Bagga, presi-
dent, Wellington Estate RWA, said.

Earlier, the residents used to pay 30
paiseper sqft. Now, they pay on'y 35 paise
per sqft. Around 40% of the electricity
that goestoall commonareas, including
elevators, street'ights lobby lights water
pumps, etc, comes from solar panels.
Afterthesecond phase, solar powerwill
cover almost 75% of the common area
conswmption.

The government gives a grant of

Rs20,000 per kilowatttoschools that com-
plywiththeorders,

Schoolssuchas Suncity World School,
ScottishHighInternational School, Open
Sky School, Pathways World School,
NorthCap University and many others
have installed solar panels.

“Wehaveinstalleda7TKW solar plant
inour school that produces 8,500 units,”
Rupa Chakravarty, principa’ of Suncity
World School, said.

Corporates have embraced solar
energyasapartoftheir CSRinitiatives.

“Fortunately, the Haryana govern-
ment has issued a slew of incentives to
encourage theadoption of solar energy.
Thesolarenergyisnotonly cost-effective
but also has the potential to reduce the
carbon footprint. It can play an instru-
mental role in overcoming the city’s
dependencyon diesel generators, which
severely increases air pollution,” said
Shubhra Puri, of Gurgaon First NGO.

Freed of wires, the city wil

looka ot better. Unlike the
present distribution system, the
Smart Grid project wil reduce
technical faults, short circuit and
pilferage.

JAIDEEP FOGAT,
executiveengineer, DHBVN

The electricity distribution

andmaintenance systemin
Gurugramis poor as the agency
responsible for this is not
effectivelyresponding tofaults

andfixing theissueson time.
SUNILYADAY. oresident. Palam Vihar RWA
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